SUBJECT AREAS:

Social science - Music, History,
Culture

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION:

Music, musical instruments,

history.

OBJECTIVES:

Learn, categorize,
research, and apply.

analyze,

MATERIALS:

Percussion instruments (e.g.,
drums, tambourines, maracas,
bongos), computers or tablets for
research, music  streaming
platform (e.g. Spotify, YouTube)

GRADE/LEVEL:

Secondary school (15-18)

DURATION:

Preparation time: 20 min.

Activity time: 25 min.

PLACE:

Classroom

AUTOR:

Civil Society Organization Eco
Logic - Republic of North
Macedonia
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The Role of Rhythm and

Percussion in Music

Throughout history, rhythm has been a fundamental part of music, from
the tribal drumming of ancient cultures to the modern beats we hear in
today’s pop, rock, and electronic music. Percussion instruments such
as drums, tambourines, and maracas are responsible for setting the
pace and adding texture to music. In this lesson, we will investigate how
rhythm shapes musical genres and how percussion instruments have
evolved over time. How do you think rhythm affects the mood of a song?
Can you imagine your favorite song without its beat?

BACKGROUND:

Rhythm is the heartbeat of music, driving its energy and flow. From the
steady beats of a marching band to the complex rhythms of jazz,
percussion instruments play a key role in shaping how we experience
music. In this lesson, students will explore different types of rhythms and
how percussion instruments create unigue musical textures. What do
you think would happen to a song if we removed its rhythm? How does
rhythm influence the way we feel about a piece of music?

Procedure:

Outline: Exploring different rhythms and percussion instruments
Instruction:

Listen to a simple rhythm pattern played on a drum or percussion
instrument.

Compare it with a more complex rhythm pattern (e.g., jazz or African
drumming).

Identify the difference between steady and syncopated rhythms in
music.

Guided Practice: Tap along with the rhythm of a familiar song. Pay
attention to how the rhythm changes the energy and feel of the song.
Discuss how different rhythms can evoke various emotions, from
excitement to relaxation.

Formative Assessment: After listening to and tapping along with
different rhythms, students will create their own rhythm patterns using
percussion instruments or clapping. They will perform these patterns for
the class and explain how the rhythm changes the feel of their
"composition."

Collaborative Process: Divide students into small groups. Each group
will be given a specific percussion instrument (e.g., bongos, tambourine,
maracas) and will work together to create a short rhythmic composition.
They will then present their composition to the class, explaining their
rhythm choices.

Independent Practice: Eco-Rhythm Circle: Lead a drum circle where
each rhythm represents an environmental element (e.g., trees swaying,
raindrops, wind blowing). Learning Outcome: Encourages teamwork,
creativity, and connection with the natural world.
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I FUN FACTS: I ASSESSMENT:

> Digital Music Revolution: The release of the first 1. Multiple Choice Questions: Which of the

MP3 player in 1997 revolutionized the music
industry. Today, streaming services like Spotify
and Apple Music allow people to access millions
of songs instantly, a huge shift from vinyl records
and CDs.

Hidden Tracks: In the days of CDs, many artists
would hide secret songs at the end of an album,
after several minutes of silence. It was like an
Easter egg for devoted fans!

World’s Largest Orchestra: In 2021, Venezuela’s
El Sistema won the Guinness World Record for
the largest orchestra, assembling 8,573
instrumentalists and singers ages 12-77 to
perform Tchaikovsky’s Slavonic March.

1. Multiple Choice Questions:

following instruments is considered a percussion
instrument?

a) Violin

b) Maracas

c) Flute

d) Harp

2. True or False: Syncopation refers to placing
rhythmic accents on the off-beat.

3. Short Answer Questions:

- What is the difference between a steady rhythm
and a syncopated rhythm?

- Name two percussion instruments commonly
used in African music.

4. Essay Question: Write an essay discussing
how rhythm and percussion are used in different
musical genres. Use examples from classical,
jazz, and modern music to illustrate your points.

Assign points for each correct answer and calculate the overall score accordingly.

2. Short Answer Questions:

Evaluate the short answer questions based on the accuracy and completeness of the responses.

3. Calculation Questions:
Assign points based on the accuracy of the calculations and provide feedback on any errors made.

4. Essay Question:

Evaluate the essay question based on the student's ability to articulate their understanding of the
environmental impact of emails and propose effective strategies to reduce their carbon footprint. Assess
the quality of their arguments, coherence, clarity, and the incorporation of relevant examples and evidence.
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