SUBJECT AREAS:

Social sciences

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION:

Social sciences, environment,
sustainability, case studies.

OBJECTIVES:

Explore social, economic, and
political aspects of
environmental issues.

MATERIALS:

Case studies/articles on
environmental  issues, Data
sets/infographics on
environmental trends, writing
materials, multimedia resources.

GRADE/LEVEL:

Upper Elementary School (12-14)

DURATION:

Preparation time: 1 hour

Activity time: 40- 60 min.

PLACE:

Classroom, outdoors

AUTHOR:

SYNTHESIS Center for
Research and Education

MNATIONAL AGENCY
FOR EUROSEAN EDUCATIONAL
PROGAAMMES AND MOBILITY

Co-funded by
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Explore social, economic, and political
aspects of environmental issues

INTRODUCTION:

In today's lesson, students will delve into the relationship between
social sciences and the environment. Through analysis of case studies
and data, they'll examine how social, economic, and political factors
influence environmental issues. By brainstorming solutions, they'll
explore pathways towards a more sustainable future.

BACKGROUND:

This lesson stems from the recognition of the complex interdependence
between social sciences and environmental issues. It emphasizes the
importance of understanding how social, economic, and political factors
contribute to environmental challenges. By exploring this connection,
students can develop a deeper appreciation for the complexities of
sustainability and work towards innovative solutions.

Procedure:

1. Introduction (15 min.): Discuss importance of understanding
environmental issues from social sciences perspectives. Introduce
human-environment interactions and influence of social factors.

2. Case Study Analysis (30 min.): Divide students into groups and
provide case studies on environmental issues. Analyze case studies,
identifying social, economic, and political contributors to problems.

3. Data Interpretation (30 min.): Present data sets/infographics on
environmental trends. Guide students in interpreting data and
discussing societal/environmental implications.

4. Group Discussion (20 min.): Facilitate whole-class discussion
based on case studies and data. Encourage sharing insights on social
dimensions of environmental issues.

5. Reflection and Action (20 min.): Reflect on lessons learned and
brainstorm actions to address environmental challenges. Consider
individual, community, and governmental responses within social
sciences frameworks.

6. Closing (15 mins): Summarize key points, emphasizing
interconnectedness of social, economic, and environmental systems.
Encourage continued exploration of environmental issues within social
sciences contexts.

£
74

~—

greeen

or
an



I FUN FACTS:

» Social

scientists play a crucial role in
understanding human behavior and decision-
making processes related to environmental
issues, such as climate change adaptation and
resource management.

Environmental psychology is a branch of social
science that explores how the environment
influences human behavior and well-being, and
how humans interact with their surroundings.

Economic theories like the tragedy of the
commons and environmental economics
provide insights into how societal factors impact
natural resource use and conservation efforts.

Political science helps us understand how
policies and governance structures influence
environmental decision-making at local,
national, and global levels.
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I ASSESSMENT:

1.

Case Study Analysis: Assess students'
critical thinking skills by analyzing their ability
to identify and evaluate social, economic, and
political factors influencing environmental
issues in case studies. Use rubrics to measure
the depth of analysis and the accuracy of
conclusions drawn.

Data Interpretation: Evaluate students' data
literacy skills by assessing their interpretation
of environmental data sets and infographics.
Measure their ability to identify trends, draw
conclusions, and discuss societal and
environmental implications. Provide feedback
on their analytical skills and ability to apply
data to support arguments.

Group Discussion Participation: Assess
students' engagement and contributions to
class discussions on the social dimensions of
environmental issues. Observe their ability to
articulate insights, ask relevant questions, and
engage in respectful dialogue with peers.
Provide feedback on their communication and
collaboration skills.

In evaluating students' understanding of the intersection between social sciences and the environment, it
is essential to assess their ability to analyse case studies, interpret data, engage in meaningful discussions,
reflect critically, and propose actionable solutions. By observing their participation in class activities,
reviewing their written reflections, and assessing their presentation skills, teachers can gauge the depth of
students' comprehension and their capacity to apply interdisciplinary knowledge to address real-world
environmental challenges. Through targeted feedback and ongoing assessment, educators can support
students in developing essential skills for informed decision-making and effective environmental
stewardship.
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