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Social sciences 

 

 

Social sciences, community, 

world, environment. 

 

 

Students will understand the 

interconnection between human 

communities and the 

environment. 

 

 

Pictures or illustrations depicting 
various natural environments 
(e.g., forests, oceans, deserts) 
Storybooks or videos about 

environmental conservation. 

 

 

Elementary School 

 

 

 

Preparation time: 1 hour 

Activity time: 40- 60 min. 

 

 

Classroom, outdoors  

 

 

 

SYNTHESIS Center for 

Research and Education 

SUBJECT AREAS: 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: 

OBJECTIVES: 

GRADE/LEVEL: 

DURATION: 

PLACE: 

MATERIALS: 

INTRODUCTION:  

Begin by discussing the concept of the environment and its significance 

in supporting life on Earth. Define key terms such as ecosystem, 

habitat, and biodiversity. 

Show pictures or illustrations of different natural environments and ask 

students to identify them. Discuss the characteristics of each 

environment and the living organisms that inhabit them. 

Exploring Communities 

Around the World 

BACKGROUND: 

In primary school, students begin to grasp the significance of the 
environment and its relationship with human societies. Integrating 
environmental themes into social sciences lessons provides a platform 
for students to understand the impact of human activities on the 
environment and the importance of conservation. Through interactive 
activities and discussions, students can develop empathy for the natural 
world and recognize their role in promoting sustainability from an early 
age. This lesson plan aims to engage students in exploring 
environmental issues within the context of social sciences, fostering a 
sense of responsibility and stewardship towards the environment. 
 
Procedure:  

1. Brainstorming Activity (15 minutes): Engage students in a 

brainstorming session about human activities that impact the 

environment. Ask questions such as: What are some ways in which 

humans interact with the environment? How do our actions affect the 

natural world? Why is it important to protect the environment? Record 

students' responses on chart paper to create a visual representation of 

the discussion. 

2. Storytelling and Discussion (30 minutes): Read a story or show a 

video about environmental conservation and the importance of 

protecting natural resources. Facilitate a discussion about the 

story/video, asking students to reflect on the messages and lessons 

learned. Discuss the impact of human activities such as deforestation, 

pollution, and habitat destruction on the environment. Encourage 

students to share their thoughts and ideas about how they can help 

protect the environment in their daily lives. 

3. Artistic Expression (20 minutes): Provide students with drawing 

paper and art supplies. Ask students to create artwork inspired by the 

natural environment, focusing on themes of conservation and 

sustainability. They can draw scenes depicting healthy ecosystems, 

endangered species, or actions they can take to protect the 

environment. After completing their artwork, students can share their 

creations with the class and explain the messages behind their 

drawings. 
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FUN FACTS: 

 The study of environmental psychology explores 

how the environment affects human behavior and 

well-being, showing how factors like natural 

landscapes or urban design can impact our mood 

and mental health. 

 Social scientists study the phenomenon of "urban 

heat islands," where cities experience higher 

temperatures than surrounding rural areas due to 

human activities like construction and 

transportation. 

 Environmental sociology examines how social 

factors, such as economic systems and cultural 

norms, influence people's attitudes and behaviors 

towards the environment, shaping environmental 

policies and practices. 

 The concept of "sustainable development" 

emerged from the intersection of environmental 

concerns and social equity, emphasizing the 

need to meet present needs without 

compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs. 

ASSESSMENT: 

1. Observational Assessment: Teachers will 

observe students' participation and engagement 

during discussions and activities related to 

environmental issues. They will note students' 

ability to communicate their ideas effectively and 

collaborate with peers. 

2. Written Assessment: Students may complete 

written assignments or quizzes that assess their 

understanding of key environmental concepts 

discussed in class. These assessments may 

include short-answer questions, essays, or 

reflections on real-world environmental 

challenges. 

3. Project-Based Assessment: Students may 

engage in project-based assessments, such as 

creating presentations, posters, or multimedia 

projects, where they demonstrate their 

understanding of environmental issues and 

propose solutions to address them. These 

projects allow students to apply critical thinking 

skills and creativity while showcasing their 

knowledge. 

 

 

 

Evaluation of student learning will focus on assessing their comprehension of environmental concepts 

within social sciences and their ability to apply this knowledge. Students will be evaluated on their critical 

thinking skills, communication, and collaboration, as well as their attitudes towards environmental 

stewardship. Assessment methods will include observation, written assignments, projects, discussions, and 

self-assessment, with feedback aimed at supporting ongoing learning and development. 

 

 

 

EVALUATION: 


